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devices for hindering the affairs of God,—above all,
when they see that it is a question of extending the
Kingdom of Jesus Christ, of creating new Brides for
him, in a word, of establishing new Churches or
assemblies of Christians, this tending to the funda-
mental ruin of their Empire, and to the overthrow of
their principal claims.

In fact, when I arrived here toward the end of the
month of August, I found the minds of the Savages
quite tranquil, and, as it were, in a condition of
regret and repentance for what had taken place, being
astonished at their own blindness and lack of sense in
holding such umbrage and so evil passions toward
persons like us, [102] who had only done them good.
But after their return from trading, no sooner had
we redoubled our batteries of Sermons and instruc-
tions, general as well as individual, and labored in
earnest for the establishment of our intended enter-
prise, than lo, tongues were more than ever loosened.
All their complaints and clamors were renewed,—
that since we were in the country, and had sown our
doctrine there, one saw no longer aught but misfor-
tune and misery, and no more old men were seen; that
the whole country was going to decay and ruin; that,
after having caused the death of all those in the quat-
ter where we had first settled, we went through all
the other villages to create the same havoc; that, if
the cause of all these evils were not suppressed, they
would soon see their entire nation annihilated.

These speeches were not made only in private and
secretly, but also in public and even in our cabins,
and in the meetings of our Catechumens. It hap-
pened sometimes that at the same time that a Father
was going through the village to ring the bell, or to



